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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1950 


Public  Health  Department^ 
Council  Offices, 
LOWTON 


To  the  Chairman  and 

Members  of  the  Golborne  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1950,  a report  comprising  not  only  the  usual  vital 
statistics  and  other  figures  indicative  of  the  state  of  the  public  health  in 
the  Urban  District  but  also  information  concerning  closely  related  health 
services  which  are  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council  as  the  Local 
Health  Authority  under  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946.  I do  this  because  in  my  view  what  may  be  termed  the 
natural  environmental  influences — water  supplies,  drainage,  housing, 
public  cleansing  and  all  matters  usually  accepted  as  sanitational — 
cannot  properly  be  divorced  from  the  more  recently  created  personal 
health  ^rvices  which  have  been  consolidated,  re-emphasised  and 
expanded  since  the  implementation  of  the  1946  Act.  Both  these  great 
groups  are — indeed  must  be — very  closely  inter-related  and  each  be  a 
complementary  function  of  the  other  in  the  preservation  of  health  and 
the  prevention  of  disease. 

The  year  1950  has  not  been  one  which  has  shewn  any  notable 
changes  in  the  statististics  of  births  and  deaths  : the  live  birth  rate  of 
16.9  per  1,000  shews  no  significant  change  from  the  figure  of  16  in  1949, 
and  the  same  comment  is  applicable  to  the  crude  death  rate  of  10.2 
(adjusted  rate  12.2),  as  against  that  of  11.3  (adjusted  13.0),  in  the  pre- 
vious year.  Once  again  we  are  fortunate  in  that  no  maternal  death,  {i.e. 
a death  due  to  or  associated  with  the  hazards  of  pregnancy  or  parturi- 
tion), has  occurred.  The  infant  mortality  rate  of  31,  however,  shews  a 
very  pleasing  improvement  on  the  rate  of  43,  (infant  deaths  per  1,000 
live  births),  which  occurred  last  year,  and  compares  very  favourably  with 
the  rate  of  29  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  : this  figure  would  have 
been  even  smaller  had  it  not  included  a higher  proportion  of  neo-natal 
deaths,  (21  per  1,000  total  births),  than  in  1949  when  the  number  was 
only  12.  This  relatively  high  neo-natal  death  rate  has  been  materially 
influenced  by  the  high  proportion  of  deaths  due  to  or  associated  with 
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prematurity  or  congenital  deformities  : of  the  6 babies  who  d ied  at  or 
before  attaining  the  age  of  4 weeks  no  fewer  than  5 were  premature  or 
suffered  from  serious  congenital  defects. 

In  so  far  as  the  principal  causes  of  death  are  concerned,  diseases  of 
the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  (other  than  vascular  lesions  of  the 
nervous  system),  continue  to  show  the  highest  figures,  no  fewer  than  58 
deaths  being  registered  as  due  to  diseases  within  this  group  : following 
this,  in  descending  order  of  magnitude,  come  vascular  diseases  of  the 
nervous  system  (27),  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system,  such  as 
bronchitis,  pneumonia  and  influenza  (22),  and  malignant  diseases 
(cancer)  (19). 

Together,  these  great  groups  affecting  the  heart  and  blood  vessels, 
including  “ strokes,”  with  chest  complaints  (excluding  tuberculosis)  and 
cancer,  account  for  73%,  or  almost  three  quarters  of  the  total  number 
of  deaths.  Tuberculosis  (4  deaths)  is  the  only  notifiable  or  infectious 
illness  which  has  resulted  in  death  : in  1949  the  number  of  deaths 
attributable  to  this  disease  was  7. 

Notifications  of  infectious  and  notifiable  diseases  (excluding 
tuberculosis)  have  been  almost  twice  as  heavy  during  the  current  year 
(433),  as  was  the  case  in  1949  (247),  an  increase  due  entirely  to  epidemics 
of  whooping  cough  and  of  measles,  the  former  during  the  period  of  late 
spring  and  early  summer,  and  the  latter  in  November  and  December,  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  As  may  be  appreciated,  the  epidemic  of  Measles 
struck  our  Urban  District  relatively  early,  as  part  of  the  pandemic 
which  affected  the  whole  country,  and  which  has  shewn,  early  in  1951, 
the  highest  incidence  recorded  since  this  disease  was  first  made  noti- 
fiable by  Regulation. 

The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever,  (24)  cases,  has  been  less  than  half  that 
in  1949,  and  no  case  of  Smallpox,  Typhus,  Typhoid  or  Enteric  group 
fevers  has  been  recorded,  nor  yet  of  infantile  paralysis  (poliomyelitis). 
One  case  each  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  and  of 
Dysentry  were  notified  : all  made  a complete  recovery  : in  the  Oph- 
thalmia case  the  child’s  vision  has  not  been  affected. 

The  main  Sanitary  needs  of  the  Urban  District  are  more  houses, 
completion  of  “ conversions,”  to  water  closets,  of  privies  and  privy- 
middens,  better  washing  and  sanitation  provision  in  schools,  improve- 
ment of  the  existing  pollution  of  natural  streams  and  watercourses, 
complete  and  comprehensive  drainage  and  sewerage  schemes  in  this 
and  in  adjoining  districts,  and  improvement  in  both  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  water  supplies  to  dwelling  houses,  particularly  in  respect  of 
suspended  solids  and  hardness.  Although  there  have  been  welcome 
and  appreciable  improvements  in  these  respects  during  the  year,  the 
position  is  still  not  wholly  satisfactory. 
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I would  express  my  very  sincere  thanks  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and 
to  all  members  of  the  Council,  and  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  for 
your  keen  and  continued  interest  in,  and  co-operation  with,  your  Health 
Department,  and  for  the  understanding  manner  in  which  you  have  dealt 
with  its  problems.  I am  grateful,  too,  for  the  very  cordial  relationship 
which  we  of  the  Health  Department  have  with  our  colleagues  in  the 
other  departments  of  the  Council,  from  the  Chief  Officers  of  those 
departments  to  the  most  junior  member  of  their  staffs.  To  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Blakeley,  and  to  the  Assistant  Inspector,  Mr. 
Longworth,  I must  record  my  especial  gratitude  for  their  never-failing 
efficiency  and  loyalty  and  most  commendable  devotion  to  their  respective 
duties. 


I have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  obediently, 

A.  C.  CRAWFORD 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  A. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS  AND  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  AREA 


General  Statistics 

Area  of  district  in  acres 7,548 

Population.  Census,  1931  13,748 

^Population.  Registrar  General’s  estimate, 

mid.  1950  16,880 

Population.  Registrar  General’s  estimate, 

mid.  1949  16,150 

Number  of  inhabitated  Houses — 

Census  1931  3,140 

End  of  1950,  according  to  rate  books  ....  4,646 

Rateable  Value,  End  of  1949 ^£74,530 

Rateable  Value,  End  of  1950 ;£76,984 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate ;£304  gross 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  last  year  £211  gross 

* “ Home  population.” 


DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Golborne  Urban  District  extends  from  Ashton-in-Makerfield, 
Haydock  and  Newton-le-Willows  on  to  the  west  to  Irlam  Urban  District 
and  Rixton-with-Glazebrook  in  the  Warrington  Rural  area  on  the 
east,  a distance  of  about  7 miles.  The  southern  boundaries  are 
Newton  Urban  District,  and  Croft,  in  the  Warrington  Rural  District, 
whilst  the  area  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Abram  Urban  District  and 
Leigh  Borough. 

The  geological  features  of  the  Urban  District  vary  very  greatly. 
Starting  from  the  western  end  and  proceeding  eastward,  we  first 
find  coal  fields  and  red  sandstone,  with  a covering  of  clay  surfaced 
by  a good  depth  of  loamy  soil.  In  the  more  central  parts  of  the  area 
there  is  a sandstone  base  with  a decreasing  amount  of  clay  and  in  the 
eastern  portions  the  sub-soil  becomes  more  sandy  and  the  surface  soil 
much  more  open,  eventually  becoming  largely  moss  land. 
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The  surface  waters  from  Lowton  and  Golborne  Wards  mainly 
gravitate  to  Millingford  Brook,  which  passes  through  Newton  lake 
before  entering  Sankey  Brook,  whose  ultimate  outlet  is  into  the  River 
Mersey  at  Sankey  Bridges. 

Lowton  St.  Mary’s,  Kenyon  and  Culcheth  are  principally  drained 
by  streams  flowing  eastward  into  the  River  Glaze,  which  falls  to  the 
Manchester  Ship  Canal.  The  height  above  Ordnance  datum  varies 
from  100  to  150  feet. 

The  district  is  divided  into  six  wards,  comprising  St.  Thomas’s, 
Heath  and  Park  wards  in  Golborne,  and  Lowton,  Kenyon  and  Culcheth 
wards,  each  with  three  representatives,  making  a total  of  eighteen 
Councillors. 

The  principal  industries  in  the  district  are  Artificial  Silk 
Manufacture,  Coal  Mining,  Engineering,  Jam  and  Sugar  Confectionery 
and  Agriculture.  Employment  has  been  very  good  in  these  industries 
throughout  the  year. 

The  district  also  contains  two  large  naval  establishments,  and  one 
civilian  hostel. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

137 

136 

273 

Illegitimate 

8 

5 

13 

Total 

145 

141 

286 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Crude  16.9 

Adjusted  15.8 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

' 1 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

5 

1 

6 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  still)  births — 21. 

DEATHS 

88  Males  85  Females  Total  173 


Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population — 

Crude  10.2 

Adjusted 12.2 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

Deaths  from  preganancy,  childbirth  and  abortion — Nil 

Death  rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  still)  births — Nil. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS 
UNDER  1 YEAR 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

• 4 

9 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

5 

4 

9 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  31 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ....  33 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 


NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  6 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 21 

No  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  from  Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough,  but  two  deaths  which  unfortunately  resulted  from  Gastro- 
enteritis, were  unrelated  to  each  other. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  THE  AREA,  1950 

ANALYSIS  OF  INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

Cause  of  Death 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Age  at  Death 

M 

F 

Asphyxia  due  to  Inhalation  of  Gastric 
Contents  

— 

1 

4 months 

Congenital  Atelectasis  

1 

— 

3 hours 

Congestive  Cardiac  Failure  

1 

— 

1 day 

Duodenal  Atresia  

1 

— 

6 days 

Gastro-Enteritis  and  Broncho  Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 month 

Gastro-Enteritis  and  Prematurity 

— 

1 

1 month 

Hydrocephalus  and  Spina  Bifida  

— 

1 

2 weeks 

Prematurity  

■ 1 

1 

1 day,  2 days 

12 


+ Owing  to  a change  in  classification  of  cancer  deaths  this  figure  is  not  strictly  comparable  with  previous  years. 
* 1950  adjusted  death  rate  (comparability  factor  1.19) — 12.2  per  1,000. 
t 1950  adjusted  birth  rate  (comparability  factor  0.93) — 15.8  per  1,000. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  THE  AREA, 

1950 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Cause  of  Death 

M 

F 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2 

2 

4 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  

0 

0 

0 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  

0 

0 

0 

4.  Diphtheria  

0 

0 

0 

5.  Whooping  Cough  

0 

0 

0 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  

0 

0 

0 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  

0 

0 

0 

8.  Measles  

0 

0 

0 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .... 

0 

0 

0 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

3 

1 

4 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  .... 

2 

1 

3 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

0 

1 

1 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

0 

2 

2 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

4 

5 

9 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

0 

1 

1 

16.  Diabetes  

0 

3 

3 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

13 

14 

27 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  

5 

2 

7 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  

1 

2 

3 

• 20.  Other  heart  disease 

15 

25 

40 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  

6 

2 

8 

22.  Influenza  

1 

0 

1 

23.  Pneumonia  

4 

3 

7 

24.  Bronchitis  

5 

5 

10 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

3 

1 

4 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

0 

2 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  

1 

1 

2 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

3 

1 

4 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  

1 

0 

1 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  

0 

0 

0 

31.  Congenital  malformations  

2 

1 

3 

32.  Other  deflned  and  ill-defined  diseases  .... 

11 

10 

21 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

0 

2 

34.  All  other  accidents  

1 

1 

2 

35.  Suicide  

1 

1 

2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  

0 

0 

0 

Totals  

88 

85 

173 

(Registrar  General’s  Return  for  District) 
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Total  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  District, 

Males  88,  Females  85 — Total  173. 

Compared  with  183  in  1949 — A decrease  of  10. 

“ Inward  Transfers  ” — Males  36,  Females  27 — Total  63. 

“ Outward  Transfers  ” — Males  5,  Females  5 — Total  10. 

INWARD  TRANSFERABLE  DEATHS 
(Shewing  place  of  Death,  and  numbers  concerned). 

M F 

Atherleigh  Welfare  Hospital,  Atherton  11  7 

Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan 3 3 

Leigh  Infirmary  6 1 

Warrington  General  Hospital  5 8 

Winwick  Hospital,  Winwick  2 2 

Warrington  Infirmary  1 — 

Warrington  Isolation  Hospital  1 1 

Billinge  Hospital  — 1 

Alder  Hey  Hospital,  Liverpool  1 — 

Firs  Maternity  Home,  Leigh  1 — 

Broadgreen  Hospital,  Liverpool  1 — 

Whelky  Sanatorium,  Wigan  1 — 

Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester  1 — 

Christopher  Nursing  Home,  Wigan  — 1 

Christie  Hospital,  Manchester  1 — 

107,  Rice  Lane,  Liverpool  — 1 

42,  Belmont  Road,  Liverpool  — 1 

147a,  Mill  Road,  Liverpool  — 1 

In  ambulance  on  way  from  Warrington  Road,  Glazebury, 

to  Leigh  Infirmary  1 — 

Total  36  27 
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STATISTICS  FOR  1950 


Comparative  Birth,  Death  and  Mortality  Rates,  with  Analysis 
of  Mortality  and  Morbidity 


Golborne 

Urban 

District. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

126  County 
Boro’s  and 
Great 
Towns 
including 
London. 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Population 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
1931  census) 

London 

Adminis- 

trative 

County. 

Births — 

Rates  per  1000  Home  Population 

Live  

15-8 

15-8 

17-6 

16-7 

17-8 

Still  

0-35 

0-37 

0-45 

0-38 

0-36 

Deaths — 

All  causes  

12-2 

11-6 

12-3 

11-6 

11-8 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid  fevers 

000 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

Pneumonia  

0 41 

0-46 

0-49 

0-45 

0-48 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

000 

0-01 

0-01 

0-01 

0-01 

Diphtheria  

000 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

Influenza  

006 

0-10 

0-09 

0-10 

0-07 

Smallpox 

000 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

and  Polioencephalitis 

000 

0-02 

0-02 

-0-02 

0-01 

Tuberculosis  

0-23 

0-36 

. 0-42 

0-33 

0-39 

Case  Notifications 

1 

(Corrected) 

Typhoid  Fever 

000 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-01 

Paratyphoid  Fever  .... 

000 

0-01 

0-01 

0-01 

0-01 

Meningococcal 

Infection  

000 

0-03 

0-03 

0-02 

0-03 

Scarlet  Fever  

1-42 

1-50 

1-56 

1-61 

1-23 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

8-88 

3-60 

3-97 

3-15 

3-21 

Diphtheria  

000 

0-02 

0-03 

0-02 

0-03 

Erysipelas  

Oil 

0-17 

0-19 

0-16 

0-17 

Smallpox  

000 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

Measles  

14-27 

8-39 

8-76 

8-36 

6-57 

Pneumonia  

0-77 

0-70 

0-77 

0-61 

0-50 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

(including  Polioen- 

cephalitis) 

Paralytic  

0-00 

0-13 

0-12 

0-11 

0-08 

Non-Paralytic 

0-00 

0-05 

0-05 

0-06 

0-05 

Food  Poisoning 

0-00 

0-17 

0-16 

0-14 

0-25 

Rates  per  1000  live  births 

Deaths  under  1 year  of 

! 

age  

#31 

' 29-8 

33-8 

29-4 

26-3 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

and  Enteri^tis  under  2 

i 

1 

years  of  age  

6 9 

1-9 

1 2-2 

1-6 

1-0 

i Rates  per  1000  total  births  i.e.,  live  and 

i 

j still  births 

Maternal  Mortality — 

1 

1 

1 

Abortion  with  Sepsis  | 

1 0-00 

0-09 

— 

— 

Other  Abortion  ....: 

0-00 

0-05 

j — 

— 

— 

Complication  of  i 

I 

Pregnancy  & Delivery | 

0-00 

0-54 

— 

— 

— 

Sepsis  of  Childbirth  i 

and  the  puerperium  i 

0-00 

0-03 

— 

— 

— 

Other  complications  j 

of  the  puerperium  | 

0-00 

0-15 

— 

— 

— 

Case  Notifications  ! 

(Corrected)  \ 

Puerperal  Fever  and  ’ 

Pyrexia  

3-73 

5-81 

7-43 

4-33 

6-03 

Rate  per  1,000  related  live  births. 
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previous  years,  but  is  nevertheless  significant. 
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SECTION  B 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE 

The  year  showed  a much  heavier  incidence  of  infectious  illness  than 
1949,  a total  of  433  cases  as  against  247.  This  increase  has  been 
largely  attributable  to  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  which  occurred 
during  late  spring  and  early  summer,  (Whooping  Cough),  and  at  the  end 
of  the  year  in  the  case  of  Measles. 

The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  almost  halved,  (24  cases 
as  against  60),  whilst  Pneumonia  and  Erysiplelas  have  remained  at 
practically  the  same  figures. 

One  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  and  one  case  of  Puerperal 
Pyrexia  were  notified — both  made  complete  recoveries  and  no  impair- 
ment of  vision  resulted  from  the  Ophthalmia. 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  there  has  been  no  confirmed  case 
of  Diphtheria  in  the  district — nor  has  any  case  of  Food  Poisoning  been 
notified. 


Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease,  1950 

Comparison  of  Principle  Infectious  Diseases,  1946-1950 

Disease 

1946 

1947 

!' 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Diphtheria 

2 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

24 

54 

60 

24 

Measles  

152 

127 

149 

142 

241 

Whooping  Cough 

46 

6 

84 

26 

150  [ 

Pneumonia 

9 

9 

' 14 

14 

13  I 

Disinfection 

In  most  cases  of  infectious  disease,  rooms,  bedding  and  other 
articles  are  disinfected  by  Formic  Aldehyde  fumigation  following  the 
removal  of  the  case  to  hospital,  or  when  the  patient  is  certified  free  from 
infection. 
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Arrangements  are  in  operation  with  the  Borough  of  Leigh  for  the 
use  of  their  steam  disinfector  when  required  for  the  disinfection  of 
bedding  and  clothing. 


Tuberculosis 

Arrangements  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  are 
vested  in  the  County  Council,  Specialist  Chest  Physicians  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Boards  and  the  general  practitioners.  The  County 
Council,  on  direction  of  the  Minister  of  Health,  are  responsible  for  both 
prevention  and  after  care  of  this  condition,  but  local  sanitary  authorities 
are  still  empowered  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
to  take  all  necessary  action  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  and  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  still  retains  specific  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930. 

The  Chest  Clinic  is  situated  at  13,  Church  Street,  Leigh,  and  is 
open  on  Mondays  and  Fridays  for  diagnosis  and  treatment  as  follows  : — 

Old  Patients  : Mondays,  9 a.m.  to  12  noon. 

New  Cases  : Fridays,  9 a.m.  to  12  noon.  Dr.  E.  H.  W.  Deane, 
Consultant  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and  Nurse  A.  Herbert,  are  in  atten- 
dance at  these  sessions. 

New  cases  notified  in  1950  were  only  half  those  of  1949  in  both  the 
respiratory  and  the  non-respiratory  groups,  the  figure  for  the  former 
being  six  and  that  for  the  latter  four. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1950 
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Age  Groups  of  New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis 

Total 

IT)  ^ 

CO 

75 

and 

over 

1 1 

1 1 

lO 

vO 

1 I 

1 1 

- 

lO 

lO 

- 1 

1 1 

lO 

- 1 

1 1 

CO 

IT) 

CO 

1 

1'^ 

LT, 

fS 

1 1 

1 1 

a 

D 

2 

0 

o 

cs 

1 1 

r 

<u 

W) 

c 

lO 

1 1 

o 

1 1 

^ 1 

m 

1 1 

1 1 

fS 

1 1 

1” 

- 

1 1 

1 1 

o 

1 1 

1 1 

s 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Type 

Respiratory  

Non-Respiratory  .... 
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PREVALENCE  and  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES,  1950 


Incidence  and  Mortality  of  Tuberculosis 


Respi] 

'atory 

N on-  Respiratory 

Males 

Females 

Males 

1 

Fema.es 

Total 

No.  of  Cases 
Notified 

Golborne 

2 

1 

i 

3 

6 

Lowton 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Kenyon 

1 

^ — 

— 

— 

1 

Culcheth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths 

Golborne 

2 

2 

4 

Lowton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kenyon 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Culcheth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Removed  from 

Register 

Diagnosis  not 

confirmed 

i 

Disease  arrested 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Died  from  other 

causes 

1 

1 

1 

Removed  to  other 

Districts 

3 

— 

1 

! 

1 

4 

No.  of  cases  on 
Register  at  31st 
December  1950 

Golborne 

1 13 

11 

12 

15 

51 

Lowton 

^ 13 

6 

8 

6 

33 

Kenyon 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Culcheth 

5 

1 

6 

3 

5 

19 

Total 

31 

24 

23 

26 

104 

23 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

This  work  has  continued  thoughout  the  year,  being  undertaken 
both  by  General  practitioners  in  their  surgeries,  in  the  homes  of 
patients,  and  also  by  the  Assistant  Divisional  Medical  Officers  at  child 
welfare  centres  and  special  sessions. 

Responsibility,  of  course,  devolves  on  the  Local  Health  Authority — 
i.e.  Lancashire  County  Council. 

During  the  year  210  children  under  fourteen  years  of  age  corn- 
plated  a course  of  primary  immunisation,  of  which  172  were  under  the 
age  of  five  years. 

In  addition  to  these  140  children  received  “ booster  ” injections. 

The  number  of  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  in  an  immunised 
state  at  31st  December,  1950,  was  2,122. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  child  population — 3,741. 

Percentage  of  child  population  immunised — 57% 


Vaccination 

During  the  year  only  62  children  were  vaccinated,  all  but  2 of  these 
vaccinations  being  successful.  This  total  shows  that  only  one  in 
seven  of  the  children  born  during  1949  were  given  protection  by 
vaccination,  a situation  which  must  be  regarded  as  unsatisfactory. 
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SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  is  derived  from  the  following 
sources  : — 

Golborne — Water  supplied  in  bulk  from  deep  wells  situated  in 
Golborne,  but  controlled  by  Ince-in-Makerfield  U.D.C.  and 
distributed  by  Golborne  U.D.C. 

Lowton — Water  supplied  in  bulk  by  Liverpool  Corporation  through 
Abram,  and  also  by  Newton-le- Willows  U.D.C.  Both  supplies 
distributed  by  Golborne  U.D.C. 

Kenyon  and  Culcheth — Water  supplied  and  distributed  by  Warrington 
Corporation. 

With  the  exception  of  a few  wells  at  outlying  farms  where  no 
public  supply  is  available,  all  the  houses  in  the  district  are  directly 
connected  to  the  public  water  mains. 

The  water  supply  is  constant  and  has  satified  the  purity  standards 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  With  the  exception  of  complaints  regarding 
inadequate  pressure  in  the  Lowton  area,  the  quantity  of  water  supplied 
was  satisfactory. 

Excessive  deposits  of  lime  from  the  softening  plant  at  Golborne 
again  created  much  difficulty  with  blocked  pipes  and  boilers,  and  the 
matter  was  referred  to  the  supplying  Authority,  with  whose  consent  an 
inspection  of  the  works  was  made  and  a technical  report  submitted  last 
year.  Following  this  report  an  informal  conference  was  convened  at 
which  the  whole  situation  was  reviewed  by  representatives  of  both  the 
Ince  Urban  District  Council  and  this  authority  under  the  chairmanship 
of  Dr.  Kay,  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Some  improve- 
ment in  lime  content  has  occurred  following  the  adoption  of  measures 
agreed  at  the  conference. 

No  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination 
or  plumbo  solvent  action.  ' 

Fourteen  samples  of  water  from  the  various  public  supplies  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  per  head  during  1950 
was  19.94  gallons,  exdusive  of  water  used  for  trade  purposes. 

Number  of  houses  with  piped  supplies  : — (a)  Direct  from  mains 
4,643  ; {h)  By  stand  pipe,  0. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  work  of  connecting  house  drains  to  the  new  sewers  in  Lowton, 
Kenyon  and  Culcheth  has  continued  satisfactorily  during  the  year,  and 
the  scheme  is  now  nearing  completion.  The  scheme  for  the  abolition 
of  insanitary  and  objectionable  privies  and  pail  closets,  which  is  a matter 
of  the  highest  importance  to  the  health  of  the  district,  is  progressing 
slowly,  but  constant  pressure  is  required  in  some  instances. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

The  pollution  of  the  Millingford  Brook  with  sewage  from  the 
Ashton-in-Makerfield  district  still  continues  to  a considerable  extent, 
and  necessitates  frequent  clearing  of  the  sludge  to  avoid  nuisances 
arising  therefrom. 


Closet  Accommodation 


Approximate  numbers  of  the  various  types  of  closet  accommo- 
dation provided  in  the  district  is  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  houses  on  water  carriage  system  

4,447 

do. 

middens  

251 

do. 

closets  attached  to  these  middens  

741 

do. 

dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens)  

21 

do. 

trough  closets  (Schools)  

24 

do. 

pail  closets  

66 

do. 

waste  water  closets  

1 

do. 

moveable  ashbins  

3,754 

do. 

fresh  water  closets  

....  3,957 

One  hundred  and  sixty-six  privies,  twenty-five  pail  closets  and  one 
waste  water  closet  were  converted  to  fresh  water  closets  during  the  year. 

Public  Cleansing 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  is  under  the  control  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Three  motor  vehicles,  two  of  which  are  of  modern  design,  are 
employed  on  this  work,  and  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 

Schools 

The  unsatisfactory  sanitary  accommodation  of  certain  schools, 
previously  noted,  has  been  improved  by  the  conversion  of  the  privy 
closets  at  Lowton  St.  Luke’s,  Glazebury  C.E.  and  Lowton  St.  Mary’s 
Schools  to  individual  fresh  water  closets,  and  further  conversions  are 
proceeding. 
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In  some  schools  the  cloakroom  facilities  and  drying  arrangements 
are  still  unsatisfactory,  and  the  method  of  supplying  drinking  water,  in 
the  majority  of  schools,  is  still  out  of  date. 

The  provision  of  more  modern  schools  is  very  desirable  and  a 
school  development  plan  is  in  progress,  but  this  programme  has 
suffered  as  a result  of  cuts  in  capital  expenditure. 

Housing 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  detailed  report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  the  survey  of  housing  defects  has  continued  throughout  the 
year,  details  of  defective  houses  being  recorded  and  appropriate  action 
taken  to  remedy  the  more  serious  deficiencies,  principally  under  Public 
Health  Act  procedure. 

Considerable  overcrowding  still  exists  and  much  hardship  and  ill 
health  results  therefrom.  Shortages  of  labour  and  materials  precluded 
the  erection  of  the  full  allocation  of  houses,  but  64  were  completed  and 
occupied  during  the  year.  Similar  shortages  have  also  been  the  root- 
cause  of  the  delay  in  securing  necessary  repairs  to  insanitary  property — 
high  costs  have  also  adversely  affected  such  improvements. 

The  most  frequent  cause  of  overcrowding  is  married  members  of 
families  remaining  in  the  home,  or  returning  at  a later  date  to  live  with 
parents,  owing  to  the  general  shortage  of  houses.  Growth  of  family  has 
been  the  cause  of  overcrowding  in  some  cases. 

Three  houses  in  a dangerous  condition  were  demolished  by  the 
owners  during  the  year,  one  being  replaced  by  a new  house. 

Following  the  public  inquiry  held  on  16th  May,  Clearance  Orders 
made  by  the  Council  in  October,  1949,  detailed  in  the  previous  report, 
were  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  26th  J uly  and  the  Church 
Lane  No.  3 Clearance  Area  has  already  been  cleared.  Clearance  of  the 
remaining  areas  is  proceeding. 

The  occupiers  of  the  houses  concerned  have  been,  and  are  being,  re- 
housed out  of  the  Councils  normal  allocation  of  houses. 

During  the  year  56  new  houses  and  8 bungalows  for  aged  persons 
were  provided  by  the  Council,  and  a further  10  houses  and  2 bungalows 
were  provided  by  other  bodies  or  persons. 

In  November  an  inspection  of  a site  on  the  Derby  Road  Housing 
Estate  was  made  by  representatives  and  officers  of  the  Council  and 
of  the  County  Council,  with  a view  to  the  purchase  of  land  by  the 
latter  authority  to  erect  a prototype  hostel  for  aged  persons.  This 
proposal  is  expected  to  be  implemented  within  the  next  12-18months. 
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There  are  eight  Council  housing  estates  and  1,088  houses  and 
bungalows  are  owned  by  the  Council.  These  are  distributed  as 
follows  : — 


Golborne — (a)  St.  Thomas’s  Ward 

(b)  Heath  Ward 

(c)  Park  Ward  

Lowton  

Culcheth — (a)  Culcheth  

(6)  Glazebury  

Kenyon  


Houses  Bungalows 
434  20 

128  — 

92  2 

94  — 

119  10 

26  — 

155  8 


Total  1,048  40 


A further  70  houses  on  the  Derby  Road  site,  Golborne,  were  in 
course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Twenty-five  houses  were  also  in  course  of  erection  at  Culcheth  for 
the  South  Lancashire  Housing  Association. 
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SECTION  D 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
(a)  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

The  wartime  practice,  and  probable  future  policy,  of  supplying 
meat  from  a central  slaughter-house  still  continues,  and  all  food 
preparation  premises,  including  cafes,  restaurants  and  snack  bars,  are 
kept  under  observation  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors.  These  premises 
are  fairly  good  generally  and  have  been  kept  in  a clean  condition  during 
the  year,  but  many  of  the  smaller  ones  lack  the  convenience  and 
equipment  of  modern  establishments. 

(b)  Milk  Supply 

Consequent  on  legislative  changes  which  have  transferred  respon- 
sibility for  supervision  of  milk  production  premises  from  the  local 
authority  to  the  Ministry  of  Agnculture  and  Fisheries,  the  bulk  of  work 
undertaken  has  been  inspection  of  dairies  and  sampling  of  milk  supplies 
for  bacteriological  examination.  In  general  these  investigations  have 
proved  very  satisfactory  but  as  will  be  seen  later  in  the  report  a material 
number  of  samples  have  shown  the  presence  of  the  tubercle  bacillus. 
In  these  cases  the  assistance  of  the  veterinary  inspector  has  been 
sought,  and  in  every  instance  following  inspection  of  a herd  the  affected 
cows  have  been  detected  and  destroyed. 

No  cases  of  infectious  illness  have  arisen  in  which  milk  has  been  the 
vehicle  of  infection  and  it  has  been  unnecessary  either  to  require  heat 
treatment  or  prohibit  the  sale  of  any  supply. 

Despite  the  transfer  of  responsibility  detailed  above,  no  statutory 
instrument  is  known  to  deprive  any  authorised  officer  of  a local  authority 
from  exercising  the  powers  and  duties  conferred  on  him  by  Section  68 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  samples  have  still  been  obtained 
from  producers  premises. 
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SECTION  E. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Facilities 

General  bacteriological  investigations  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  year  at  the  Pathological  Department,  Wigan  Infirmary  and  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester,  which  has 
dealt  with  material  submitted  both  by  general  medical  practitioners  and 
the  Public  Health  Department — e.g.  milk,  water  and  ice-cream  samples. 

The  chemical  analysis  of  water,  milk  and  other  foods  is  carried  out 
at  the  County  Analyst’s  Laboratory,  Preston. 


•Examinations  Made  During  1950 


Throat  Swabs 

Other  Examinations — 
Sputum  (Tuberculosis) 
Faeces  (Typhoid) 


Positive  Negative 
— 7 


2 

1 


Total 

7 

2 

1 


Ambulance  Facilities 


The  County  Council  ambulance  service  has  continued  the  convey- 
ance of  all  types  of  case,  i.e.  infectious  disease,  emergency  and  con- 
sultative, within  the  Urban  District  boundary  to  hospitals,  etc.,  else- 
where. 

Part  of  the  area,  comprising  Golborne  township  and  most  of  the 
Lowton  area,  is  serviced  from  Newton-le-Willows  ambulance  station, 
whereas  cases  from  Lowton  St.  Mary’s,  Culcheth  and  parts  of  the 
district  bordering  on  the  inter-divisional  boundary  are  dealt  with  by  the 
Leigh  ambulance  station. 

This  service  has  functioned  in  a very  efficient  and  satisfactory 
manner. 


The  number  of  calls  made  on  the  ambulance  service  during  the 
year  has  increased  by  one  third  over  those  in  1949,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

Emergency  Calls  271 

General  Calls 1075 

Infectious  Diseases  22 


Total 


1368 


30 


Hospital  Accommodation 

The  majority  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital 
isolation  have  been  admitted  to  Warrington  Isolation  Hospital,  which 
is  administered  by  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board,  the  body 
normally  concerned  with  hospital  treatment  in  this  district,  but  small 
numbers  have  on  occasion  been  removed  to  other  isolation  hospitals  at 
Astley  (Sanatorium)  and  Eccles  (Ladywell). 

No  hospitals  of  any  kind  are  situated  in  the  Urban  District. 

Cases  requiring  general  medical  and  nursing  care  are  treated  at 
hospitals  in  Wigan,  Leigh  or  Warrington. 

Arrangements  are  in  operation  for  the  admission  of  maternity 
cases  to  the  General  Hospital,  Warrington,  Victoria  Park  Maternity 
Home,  Warrington,  Whiston  Hospital,  The  Firs  Maternity  Home, 
Leigh,  and  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

This  work,  which  comprises  essentially  such  matters  as  the  ante- 
natal care  of  the  expectant  mother,  post-natal  care,  health  visiting  in  the 
home,  and  the  conduct  of  Child  Welfare  Centres,  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  County  Council,  and  its  organisation  and  administration  is  part  of 
the  duty  of  the  Divisional  Health  Committee  and  its  officers.  Care  of 
the  school  child,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  is  not 
usually  regarded  as  the  “ Child  Welfare  Service,”  which  deals  solely 
with  infants  and  small  children  under  school  age. 

Within  the  Urban  District  responsibility  is  undertaken  by  Dr. 
H.  G.  M.  Bennett,  Assistant  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  and  by  two 
Health  Visitors,  Miss  Luckett,  who  is  concerned  mainly  with  Golborne 
township,  and  Miss  Jenkinson,  her  colleague  in  the  Lowton  and 
Culcheth  districts.  (The  care  of  school  children  is  also  part  of  the  duty 
of  these  officers.) 

Details  of  the  Ante-natal  Clinics  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  held  in 
the  Urban  District  are  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Ante-natal  Clinics 

(i)  Old  Council  Offices,  Worsley  Street,  Golborne. 

Alternate  Thursdays,  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Dr.  Bennett,  Miss  Luckett  and  Midwives  concerned  with  cases 
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(ii)  Social  Centre,  Churchill  Avenue,  Culcheth. 

Alternate  Thursdays,  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Dr.  Bennett,  Miss  Jenkinson  and  Midwives  concerned  with 
cases. 

Attendances,  etc.,  during  1950 

New  Cases  Total  Attendances 

Golborne 122  411 

Culcheth  39  149 

(b)  Child  Welfare  Centres 

(i)  Old  Council  Offices,  Golborne. 

Thursdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Dr.  Bennett  and  Miss  Luckett. 


(ii)  Youth  Centre,  Newton  Road,  Lowton. 
Alternate  Tuesdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Dr.  Bennett  and  Miss  Jenkinson. 

(hi)  Social  Centre,  Churchill  Avenue,  Culcheth. 
Alternate  Tuesdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Dr.  Bennett  and  Miss  Jenkinson. 

Attendances,  etc.,  during  1950 


No.  of  Children 

Total  Attendances 

Under  ' 
1 year 

i 

2-4 

Under 

1 year 

1-2 

1-4 

Golborne  

169 

102 

203 

2,678 

1,540 

2,279 

Lowton 

67 

34 

38 

533 

154 

171 

Culcheth  

112 

1 66 

85 

760 

301 

515 

Totals 

348 

202 

326 

3,971 

1,995 

2,965 

SCHOOL  HEALTH 

« 

Schools  are  visited  periodically  by  Dr.  Bennett,  Miss  Luckett  and 
Miss  Jenkinson,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  statutory  periodic  medical 
examinations  of  school  children,  and  also  cleanliness  inspections. 

Unfortunately  there  are  no  School  Clinics  situated  in  this  district, 
so  that  school  children  requiring  attention  for  minor  ailments,  for 
dental,  orthopaedic,  ophthalmic,  ear,  nose,  and  throat  defects  under  the 
Education  Authority’s  Scheme  of  treatment,  must  be  referred  to  the 
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School  Clinics  in  Ashton-in-Makerfield,Cadishead,  Leigh  or  Earlestown. 
Still  more  unfortunately,  owing  to  the  lack  of  sufficient  Dental  Officers 
in  the  Authority’s  School  Health  Service,  dental  treatment  is  no  longer 
available  at  the  Earlestown,  Leigh  or  Cadishead  Clinics,  and  dental  in- 
spection in  schools  is  in  abeyance.  Much  essential  conservative  dental 
treatment  is  therefore  lacking,  to  the  serious  detriment  of  the  children’s 
present  and  future  health. 

District  Nursing  Services 

Domiciliary  nursing  services  have  been  rendered  during  the  whole 
of  the  year  by  the  staff  of  district  nurses  and  nurse  midwives  admini- 
stered by  No.  10  Health  Division,  Lancashire  County  Council. 

The  ladies  concerned  are  : — 

Miss  E.  Myles,  12,  Kings  Road,  Golborne. 

Miss  E.  Boydell,  “ Highfield,”  Stone  Cross  Lane,  Lowton. 

Mrs.  D.  Woodward,  23,  Bevin  Avenue,  Culcheth. 

Midwifery  Services 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  is  the  Supervising  Authority 
under  the  Midwives  Acts,  and  the  following  is  a list  of  the  Midwives 
and  Nurse-Midwives  practising  in  the  district  : — 

Mrs.  M.  Branch,  54,  Bridge  Street,  Golborne. 

Mrs.  E.  Smith,  22,  Beech  Avenue,  Lowton. 

Mrs.  D.  Woodward,  23,  Bevin  Avenue,  Culcheth. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes 

One  registered  maternity  home  is  situated  in  the  Urban  District — 
i.e.  Five  Acres  Nursing  Home,  Kenyon  Lane,  Lowton.  Regular 
inspection  and  supervision  of  this  Home  is  maintained  by  the  Divi- 
sional Medical  Officer. 


Home  Help  Facilities 

This  permissory  service  is  available  under  the  Lancashire  County 
Council  Divisional  Health  scheme,  (No.  10  Health  Division),  to  house- 
holds requiring  such  assistance  by  reason  of  the  presence  in  the  house- 
hold of  a case  of  sickness  (including  mental  illness  and  deficiency), 
advanced  pregnancy,  a parturient  woman,  an  aged  person  or  a child 
under  school  leaving  age. 

Home  Help  Organiser  : Miss  D.  Wilson  (Resigned  December, 
1950). 

Present  Home  Help  Organiser  : Miss  P.  Butler. 
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Mental  Health  Services 

The  care  and  after  care  of  persons  suffering  from  mental  defective- 
ness and  mental  illness,  and  investigation  of  cases  in  which  persons 
are  alleged  to  be  so  suffering,  is  undertaken,  under  the  County 
Council  scheme,  by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer.  Supervision  of  such 
cases  in  the  home  is  also  undertaken  by  a lady  mental  health  worker. 

Duly  Authorised  Officer  : Mr.  P.  D.  Parker,  12,  Kenyon  Lane, 
Lowton. 

Lady  Mental  Health  Visitor  : Miss  Hargan. 

A duty  roster  is  maintained  to  cover  times  outside  normal  office 
hours.  Should  the  services  of  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer  be  required 
during  these  times,  application  should  be  made  to  the  Ambulance 
Station,  Tel.  No.  Newton-le-Willows  3134. 


Health  Education 

During  the  course  of  the  year  health  education,  although  specifically 
a responsibility  of  the  County  Council  under  Section  28  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946,  yet  remains  a responsibility  of  the  Local 
Sanitary  Authority  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 
and  in  this  work  the  Public  Health  Department  co-operates  with  the 
County  Divisional  Health  staff. 

Posters  and  pamphlets  are  displayed  and  distributed  at  Welfare 
Centres,  Clinics,  Factories,  Canteens,  etc.,  and  film  exhibitions  are 
arranged  from  time  to  time. 


Other  Health  Authority  Services 

Information  or  assistance  on  any  of  the  services  outlined  above  in 
this  section  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Divisional  Medical 
Officer,  No.  10  Health  Division,  The  Old  Rectory,  Winwick,  near 
Warrington.  Tel.  No.  Warrington  3644-5. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR— 1950 


To  the  Chairman  and 

Members  of  the  Golborne  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1950. 

Although  the  year  appears  to  have  been  uneventful,  the  work  of  the 
department  has  proceeded  satisfactorily,  and  day  to  day  attention  has 
been  given  to  the  improvement  of  living  conditions,  safety  of  food 
supplies,  and  other  health  measures.  The  work  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment embraces  a wide  field  of  activity,  and  the  work  done  and  improve- 
ments effected  are  of  a much  greater  extent  than  is  usually  realised,  but, 
not  being  of  a spectacular  nature,  are  not  generally  noticed. 

During  the  year  the  repair  of  defective  dwelling  houses  has  again 
been  one  of  the  major  considerations  of  the  Department.  Whilst  the 
supply  of  building  labour  and  materials  has  again  been  difficult,  some 
improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  execution  of  essential  repairs  in 
comparison  with  previous  years.  In  some  cases,  however,  difficulty  in 
obtaining  certain  building  materials  has  caused  delay  in  executing 
repairs  and  interfered  with  the  quick  compliance  of  notices  served. 

The  number  of  defects  remedied — 1,341,  of  which  883  were 
required  by  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  is  greater  than  that 
of  previous  years,  but  in  spite  of  this  increase  in  the  number  of  repairs 
effected,  there  still  remains  much  repair  and  improvement  work  to  be 
carried  out,  largely  on  sub-standard  houses.  The  ever  increasing  cost 
of  building  work  is  having  a very  detrimental  effect  in  this  matter. 

Many  of  the  houses  proposed  to  be  scheduled  for  demolition  have 
deteriorated  considerably  during  recent  years  and  five  clearance  orders 
were  made  during  the  latter  part  of  1949  in  an  endeavour  to  remove 
some  of  the  worst  of  these  houses.  A Public  Inquiry  was  held  on  16th 
May,  1950,  in  connection  with  these  clearance  areas  and  confirmation 
of  the  clearance  orders  was  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  26th 
July,  1950.  The  twenty-seven  families  concerned  have  been  re-housed 
in  Council  houses  out  of  the  normal  allocation,  no  additional  houses 
being  granted  for  this  purpose. 


During  the  year  a considerable  amount  of  time  has  been  given  to 
the  improvement  of  food  premises  and  whilst  no  clean  food  campaigns 
were  undertaken  the  long  term  effect  of  this  work  will  ultimately  be  of 
benefit  to  the  public.  Model  Byelaws  relating  to  the  Handling, 
Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air  were 
adopted  and  put  into  operation  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

Good  progress  has  been  made  with  the  work  of  connecting  house 
drains  to  the  sewers  in  the  Lowton,  Kenyon  and  Culcheth  districts, 
and  the  scheme  is  now  nearing  completion.  The  conversion  of  privy 
and  pail  closets  to  fresh  water  closets  is  also  proceeding  steadily,  but  it 
is  obvious  that  it  will  take  a considerable  time  to  completely  eliminate 
these  objectionable  and  insanitary  closets  at  the  present  rate  of  progress. 
Many  owners  of  property,  particularly  small  houses,  are  unable  or 
unwilling  to  carry  out  this  work  on  a voluntary  basis. 

The  public  cleansing  service  has  been  carried  on  satisfactorily  and, 
with  the  exception  of  holiday  periods,  a weekly  collection  of  dustbin 
refuse  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  district  during  the  year. 
The  salvage  organisation  functioned  satisfactorily  and  the  amount  of 
waste  paper  collected  was  somewhat  higher  than  the  previous  year, 
although  other  salvage  materials  were  slightly  reduced.  Following  the 
heavy  reduction  in  the  price  of  waste  paper  during  the  previous  year, 
some  improvement  was  made  in  this  respect  during  the  year  under 
review. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  accord  my  very  best  thanks  to  the  Chair- 
man and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  the  Clerk  and  other 
Officers  and  Staff  for  their  helpful  co-operation  and  assistance  during 
the  year.  I would  especially  tender  my  very  sincere  thanks  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Crawford,  for  his  help  and  support  in 
the  many  aspects  of  the  work,  to  the  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Mr.  Longworth,  and  the  Health  Department  Clerk,  Miss  Andrews,  for 
their  loyal  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  BLAKELEY, 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections 

Bakehouses  22 

Butchers’  Shops  8 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  4 

Closet  Conversions  498 

Council  House  Tenancies  27 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  81 

Dirty  and  Verminous  Houses  16 

Drainage  286 

Dwelling  Houses  under  Public  Health  Acts  188 

Dwelling  Houses  under  Public  Health  Acts  : Revisits  880 

Dwelling  Houses  under  Housing  Acts 60 

Dwelling  Houses  under  Housing  Acts  : Revisits  88 

Factories  56 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  2 

Food  Inspection  ....  20 

Fried  Fish  Shops  18 

Ice  Cream  Premises  34 

Ice  Cream  Samples  '. 9 

Infectious  Disease  36 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents  and  Contractors  47 

Milk  Samples  68 

Miscellaneous 222 

Other  Food  Preparation  and  Storage  Premises  29 

Other  Nuisances  under  Public  Health  Acts  45 

Other  Food  Shops 16 

Overcrowding 7 

Offices  4 

Piggeries  and  Keeping  of  Animals  40 

Pigs  Inspected  82 

Refuse  Collection  74 

Refuse  Tips  37 

Rodent  Infestations  and  Sewer  Baiting  36 

Shops  Act  Inspections  56 

Stables  ‘ 7 

Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers  8 

Slaughterhouses  25 

Schools  3 

Smoke  Observations  12 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 21 

Theatres  and  Picture  Houses  4 

Water  Samples  14 

Water  Supply 83 


Total  3,273 


37 


Work  Carried  Out  to  Remedy  Defects  Discovered  and  Dealt 
with  under  Public  Health  Acts,  Housing  Acts,  etc. 


Work  carried  out 

Public 

Health 

Acts 

Hous- 

ing 

Act 

j Other 
Acts  & 

Orders 

i 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

Privies  converted  to  water  closets  

166 

— 

— 

Pail  closets  converted  to  water  closets 

25 

— 

— 

Additional  water  closets  provided  

6 

— 

— 

Privy  closets  converted  to  pails  

1 

— 

1 — 

Waste  water  closets  converted  to  fresh  water 

closets  

1 

— 

— 

New  outside  water  closet  buildin^provided 

45 

— 

— 

Defective  water  closet  buildings  repaired  .... 

14 

— 

I _ 

Defective  water  closet  supply  pipes  repaired 

24 

— 

— 

Defective  water  closet  cisterns  repaired 

4 

— 

— 

Defective  water  closet  pedestals  renewed  .... 

6 

— 

— 

Defective  pail  closets  repaired  

1 

— 

— 

Ashpits  abolished 

112 

— 

— _ 

DRAINAGE 

Choked  drains  cleared 

42 

— 

Choked  water  closets  cleared  

1 

— 

— 

Defective  drains  repaired  

3 

— 

— 

Drains  reconstructed 

13 

— 

— 

Additional  drains  provided 

Additional  drain  inspection  chambers 

206 

— 

— 

provided 

1 

— 

— 

Drains  provided  with  vent  shafts 

27 

— 

— 

New  eaves  gutters  provided  

51 

38 

— 

Defective  eaves  gutters  repaired 

17 

1 

— 

Downspouts  disconnected  from  sewer 

2 

— 

— 

Downspouts  repaired  

26 

8 

— 

Additional  downspouts  provided 

2 

1 

— 

New  sinks  provided  

10 

6 

— 

New  sink  waste  pipes  provided  

8 

3 

— 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes  repaired  

3 

— 

— 

New  septic  tanks  provided  

HOUSING 

1 

New  floors  provided  

16 

8 

— 

Defective  floors  repaired  

20 

6 

— 

New  window  frames  provided  

4 

23 

— 

Defective  window  frames  repaired  

24 

6 



Broken  window  cords  renewed 

12 

1 



Additional  windows  provided  

— 

7 

— 
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Work  carried  out 

Public 

Health 

Acts 

Hous- 

ing 

Act 

Other 
Acts  & 
Orders 

Housing — continued 

Defective  wallplaster  renewed  (rooms) 

104 

30 

Defective  ceiling  plaster  renewed  (rooms) .... 

25 

6 

— 

Dampness.  Provision  of  dampcourse 

4 

8 

— 

do.  Cement  rendering  of  walls 

3 

3 

— 

Provision  of  handrail  and  repairs  to  stair- 
cases   

6 

1 

Ventilated  foodstores  provided  

— 

2 

— 

Permanent  ventilation  provided  to  existing 
foodstore  

1 

New  washing  boilers  provided  

1 

1 

— 

Defective  washing  boilers  repaired  

3 

— 

— 

New  firegrates  provided  

4 

17 

— 

Defective  firegrates  repaired  

10 

— 

— 

Bedrooms  partitioned  for  separate  access  .... 

— 

1 

— 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  

13 

2 

— 

External  walls  repointed  

16 

8 

— 

Defective  chimney  stacks  repaired  or 

rebuilt  

7 

3 

Defective  roofs  repaired  

72 

4 

— 

Yard  paving  repaired  or  renewed  

4 

— 

— 

Defective  dustbins  renewed  .... 

158 

5 

— 

Dirty  and  verminous  houses  sprayed, 

fumigated  and  cleansed  

5 

_ 

Houses  demolished  

— 

3 

— 

New  Bathrooms  provided  

— 

7 

— 

Baths  provided  

— 

8 

Lavatory  basins  provided  

— 

16 

— 

Hot  water  systems  installed 

— 

7 

— 

Domestic  water  supply  improved  

7 

— 

Other  repairs 

5 

— 

— 

OTHER  WORKS 

Unsuitable  or  defective  factory  closets 

remedied 

2 

Limewashing  of  bakehouses  

— 

— 

2 

Totals  

i 

1,341 

241 

4 
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Number  of  nuisances  outstanding  at  end  of  1949 203 

Number  of  nuisances  arising  during  1950  1,300 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  during  1950  1,341 

Number  of  nuisances  outstanding  at  end  of  1950  162 

Number  of  complaints  received  166 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  143 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  234 

Legal  proceedings  Nil 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 
Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  is  under  the  control  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 

During  the  year  the  refuse  collection  service  has  been  carried  on 
with  three  vehicles.  The  two  Karrier  10  cubic  yard  side  loading  refuse 
collection  vehicles  purchased  in  1948  have  been  used  for  the  removal  of 
dustbin  refuse,  and  these  wagons  have  proved  to  be  most  efficient  and 
reliable.  The  Ford  Thames  wagon  has  been  used  for  the  removal  of 
privy  and  pail  refuse,  and  other  special  work.  Whilst  this  is  a much 
older  vehicle  it  has  given  good  service  following  the  complete  overhaul 
carried  out  last  year. 

A weekly  collection  of  dustbin  refuse  has  been  maintained  through- 
out the  year,  with  the  exception  of  holiday  periods,  and  this  has  been 
achieved  in  spite  of  the  increased  number  of  houses  and  growth  of  the 
district.  Pails  have  also  been  emptied  weekly  and  privies  at  intervals 
of  six  to  eight  weeks. 

Whilst  the  number  of  privy  and  pail  closets  are  being  gradually 
reduced  by  conversion  to  the  water  carriage  system,  the  removal  of 
the  contents  of  these  types  of  closet  must  remain  an  objectionable  task 
for  some  time  until  total  conversion  can  be  achieved. 

During  the  year  refuse  has  been  disposed  of  at  four  tips,  situated 
at  Winwick  Lane  and  Moss  Lane,  Lowton,  Dam  Lane,  Golborne,  and 
Warrington  Road,  Culcheth.  These  tips  are  adequate  for  the  district, 
and  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  on  the  lines  laid 
down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  total  amount  of  refuse  dealt  with  shows  an  increase  of  167  tons, 
3 cwts  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year.  Although  the  amount 
of  privy  and  pail  refuse  was  reduced,  over  17,000  more  dustbins  were 
emptied  during  the  year.  The  details  are  indicated  below. 
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1950 

1949 

Number  of  loads  of  refuse  removed... 

2,308 

2,272 

Approximate  weight  of  refuse  removed  ....  5,048  tons 

4,881  tons 

5 cwts 

2 cwts 

Total  number  of  dustbins  emptied  .. 

202,722 

185,040 

Total  number  of  ashpits  emptied 

1,900 

2,444 

Total  number  of  pails  emptied 

5,546 

5,906 

The  cost  of  the  refuse  collection  and  disposal  service  was  as  follows 

(year  ended  31st  March,  1951)  : 

1950 

"l949 

£>  s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

Total  Net  Cost  (Collection  and  Dis- 

posal)   

5828  19  3 

5361  16  9 

Cost  per  1,000  of  population 

345  5 2 

331  13  4 

Cost  per  head  of  population 

6 10.8 

6 7.6 

Cost  per  ton  

1 3 1.1 

1 1 9.6 

One  hundred  and  forty  galvanised  dustbins  were  supplied  to 
private  houses  for  the  replacement  of  defective  bins,  fifteen  of  which 
were  supplied  in  default  of  the  owners  having  failed  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  notices  served  under  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936. 

In  view  of  the  uncertain  legal  position  regarding  the  replacement  of 
defective  dustbins,  a report  was  submitted  to  the  Council  during  the 
early  part  of  the  year  with  a view  to  the  adoption  of  a municipal  dustbin 
scheme,  but  after  consideration  it  was  decided  to  continue  the  present 
practice  of  serving  notices  on  the  owner  or  occupier  requiring  the  re- 
placement of  defective  dustbins.  No  appeals  have  been  lodged  against 
the  twenty-three  notices  which  have  been  served  during  the  year. 

One  hundred  and  seven  galvanised  dustbins  were  also  provided  for 
Council  houses  during  the  year  under  review. 
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SALVAGE 

The  collection  of  salvage  has  continued  throughout  the  year,  and 
every  effort  has  been  made  to  induce  householders  and  others  to  make 
available  waste  paper  and  other  materials  for  salvage.  Whilst  the  total 
amount  of  salvage  materials  recovered  was  less  than  the  previous  year, 
the  weight  of  waste  paper  collected  showed  an  increase  of  4 tons, 
11 J cwts. 

Following  the  general  salvage  slump  of  the  previous  year,  some 
improvement  in  the  demand,  chiefly  for  waste  paper,  was  experienced 
towards  the  second  half  of  the  year  and  the  accumulated  stocks  of  paper 
were,  fortunately,  disposed  of.  The  price  of  waste  paper  was  increased 
to  £7  10  0 per  ton  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  which  made  the 
collection  of  salvage  a more  economical  proposition.  In  spite  of  this 
improvement  in  demand,  rags  were  still  difficult  to  dispose  of  and 
bottles  and  jars  remained  unsaleable. 

With  a view  to  increasing  the  collection  of  waste  paper,  the  Council 
gave  consideration  to  a salvage  bonus  scheme  for  the  workmen  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  this  scheme  was  adopted  and  put  into 
operation  early  in  1951. 

Materials  Salvaged 

1950  1949 


Tons  Cwts  Qrs. 

Tons 

Cwts.  Qrs. 

Waste  Paper  

85  15  0 

81 

3 

2 

Rags 

0 10  0 

1 

0 

2 

Bottles  and  Jars  

0 0 0 

0 

19 

3 

Bones  

0 0 0 

0 

0 

0 

Copper  

0 0 0 

0 

1 

0 

Brass  

0 0 0 

0 

0 

2 

Lead  

0 0 0 

0 

0 

1 

Tins 

0 0 0 

9 

8 

0 

86  5 0 

92 

13 

2 

Receipts  from  Salvage 

1950 

1949 

£ s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  ....  

479  0 

11 

422 

13 

0 

Rags 

5 11 

0 

11 

19 

1 

Bottles  and  Jars  

0 0 

0 

3 

6 

8 

Copper  

0 0 

0 

2 

15 

0 

Brass  

0 0 

0 

0 

13 

6 

Lead  

0 0 

0 

0 

16 

1 

Tins . ... 

0 0 

0 

4 

14 

0 

466  17  4 


484  11  11 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  114  tons  of  kitchen  waste  were  collected 
by  contractors  from  camps,  hostels  and  other  premises  in  the  district 
during  the  year. 

HOUSING 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts  a continuous 
survey  of  houses  in  the  district  is  being  made,  and  300  houses  were 
inspected  during  the  year.  Of  this  number  details  of  26  houses  were 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  district  varies.  In  the 
industrial  area  a considerable  number  of  sub-standard  houses  built 
forty  to  sixty  years  ago  require  modernisation  and  many  of  these  houses 
are  overcrowded.  In  the  other  parts  of  the  district  housing  conditions 
are  fairly  good. 

During  the  year  it  has  only  been  possible  to  completely  recondition 
eight  houses,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  building  labour  and  materials. 
These  schemes  have  been  carried  out  voluntarily  by  the  owners  and 
works  recorded  under  the  Housing  Acts  have  largely  been  carried  out 
by  this  means.  In  all  other  cases,  essential  repairs  have  been  carried 
out  and  particulars  of  other  defects  have  been  recorded  for  future 
action.  Owing  to  the  present  high  cost  of  building  repairs  and  the 
difficulty  of  complying  with  the  “ reasonable  expense  ” clause  of 
Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  action  has  been  taken  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in  most  cases.  Some  delay  has  been  ex- 
perienced in  getting  repairs  carried  out  quickly  owing  to  the  shortage 
of  certain  building  materials,  such  as  timber,  eavesgutters  and  down- 
spouts, and  the  failure  of  contractors  to  carry  out  repairs  promptly 
after  undertaking  the  work. 

In  connection  with  the  five  clearance  orders  made  by  the  Council 
during  the  latter  part  of  last  year  in  respect  of  twenty-seven  houses,  a 
Public  Inquiry  was  held  on  16th  May  and  the  Minister  of  Health 
confirmed  all  the  clearance  orders  without  modification  on  26th  July, 
1950.  All  the  families  concerned  have  now  been  rehoused  in  Council 
houses  and  they  have  taken  up  the  major  portion  of  the  Council’s 
normal  allocation  of  houses  for  the  past  year,  no  additional  houses  being 
granted  for  this  purpose.  The  houses  forming  these  clearance  areas 
have  been  demolished  during  the  current  year. 

No  applications  have  been  made  for  improvement  grants  during  the 
year  and  it  is  regretted  that  these  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949, 
are  not  being  taken  advantage  of  by  property  owners,  possibly  owing 
to  the  higher  standards  of  housing  required  and  the  condition  that  the 
house  to  be  improved  must  have  a life  of  not  less  than  thirty  years  after 
reconditioning. 
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Whilst  dampness  and  other  defects  can  be  cured,  often  at  a high 
cost,  difficulty  in  this  matter  also  appears  to  arise  in  the  provision  of 
bathrooms,  wash-houses  and  other  modern  conveniences  owing,  to  lack 
of  space,  particularly  in  two-bedroomed  houses. 

These  grants  are  made  only  in  respect  of  improvements  to  dwelling 
houses,  and  give  no  assistance  towards  the  cost  of  normal  repairs. 


Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  during  the  Year 


€ 

Prefabricat 

ed  Houses 

1 

Traditional 

Permanent 

Houses 

1 

Tem- 

porary 

1 

Per- 

manent 

(i)  By  the  local  authority 

— 

— 

64 

^ (ii)  By  other  local  authority... 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  per- 
* sons  

i — 

1 

— 

12 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 300 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1,268 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ....  26 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  88 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  26 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  humhan  habitation  222 
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Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their  officers  ....  151 

Number  of  houses  demolished  3 

Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  90 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  64 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit Nil 
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Housing  Act,  Part  IV — Overcrowding 

(Accurate  figures  not  available) 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year 

{approx.)  243 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ....  {approx!)  289 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ....  {approx.)  1,191 

{b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  29 

{c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  24 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  101 

{d)  Number  of  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have  again 
become  overcrowded  after  Local  Authority  have  taken 
steps  to  abate  overcrowding  0 

{e)  Number  of  certificates  for  the  permitted  number  of 

persons  per  house  issued  during  the  year  9 


Verminous  Houses 

During  the  year  two  Council  houses  and  three  privately  owned 
houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs,  and  the  premises  were 
treated  twice  with  liquid  insecticide  containing  D.D.T.  This  treatment 
was  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department,  and  no  cases  of  reinfestation 
have  been  found. 

DRAINAGE  AND  CONVERSIONS 

During  the  year  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four  visits  were  made 
in  connection  with  drainage  and  closet  conversions.  In  addition  to 
forty-two  choked  drains  and  gullies  being  cleared,  three  defective 
drains  were  repaired,  six  drains  were  reconstr^ucted  entirely  and  two 
hundred  and  six  additional  drains  provided,  largely  in  connection  with 
the  conversion  scheme.  Twenty-seven  ventilation  shafts  were  provided 
in  connection  with  these  drains. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-six  privies,  one  waste  water  closet  and 
twenty-five  pail  closets  were  converted  to  fresh  water  closets,  and  six 
additional  water  closets  were  provided.  One  privy  was  also  converted 
to  a pail  closet  as  a temporary  measure. 
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The  conversion  of  privy  and  pail  closets  has  proceeded  steadily 
throughout  the  year,  largely  in  connection  with  the  “ owner-occupier  ” 
type  of  house.  Under  the  present  scheme  the  Council  make  a grant  of 
towards  the  cost  of  conversion,  in  addition  to  connecting  the 
existing  house  drains  to  the  sewer  free  of  charge. 

In  spite  of  the  steady  progress  made  with  the  conversion  scheme 
during  the  past  three  years,  it  is  obvious  that  it  will  be  several  years  at 
the  present  rate,  before  the  scheme  is  completed  unless  compulsory 
powers  are  used.  Many  owners,  particularly  of  small  houses,  are 
unable  or  unwilling  to  carry  out  this  work  after  providing  for  the  execu- 
tion of  essential  repairs. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  investigated  30 

Total  number  of  visits  made  36 

Number  of  houses  fumigated  31 

Number  of  library  books  disinfected  11 

Number  of  school  books  disinfected  5 


Full  details  of  all  cases  are  obtained  and  recorded,  and  rooms, 
bedding  and  other  articles  are  fumigated  with  Formaldehyde  after  the 
patient  is  removed  to  hospital  or  when  the  patient  is  certified  free  from 
infection. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Approximate  number  of  dwelling  houses  with  piped  supply  ...  4,643 

Approximate  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  wells 3 

The  dwelling  houses  which  derive  their  water  supply  from  wells 
are  situated  a considerable  distance  from  a public  supply,  and  it  is  not 
practicable  to  provide  a piped  water  supply  for  these  premises. 

Fourteen  samples  of  water  from  the  main  public  supplies  in  the 
district  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Excessive  deposits  of  lime  from  the  water  softening  plant  at 
Golborne  again  created  much  difficulty  with  blocked  pipes  and  boilers. 
Protests  were  made  to  the  supplying  authority  regarding  these  lime 
deposits  and  some  improvement  has  recently  been  effected  by  the 
installation  of  a carbonation  plant  at  the  waterworks. 

Extension  of  water  mains  to  housing  sites  at  Derby  Road,  Golborne, 
and  Hampson  Avenue,  Culcheth,  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year. 


\ 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Meat  and  Other  Foods 

As  the  emergency  measure  of  slaughtering  all  animals  in  a central 
slaughter-house  outside  the  area  of  the  Golborne  Urban  District  still 
exists,  inspection  of  all  meat  is  carried  out  by  the  supplying  authority 
prior  to  delivery  to  the  local  shops,  and  no  animal  carcases,  parts  or 
organs  have  been  condemned  during  the  year. 

One  private  slaughter-house  in  the  district  was,  however,  used, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  for  the  slaughter  of  pigs 
under  licence  for  individual  self-suppliers  of  meat. 


The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  animals  inspected  : — 


INSPECTION  AND 

SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD,  1950 

ANIMALS  INFECTED  AND  CARCASES  CONDEMNED 

Cattle 

ex- 

cluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

87 

Number  Inspected  

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis— 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

82 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

1-22 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

1 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  . . 





' 

1-22 

In  five  cases  notification  of  slaughter  was  received  too  late  for 
inspection  to  be  carried  out. 

Of  the  number  of  animals  shown  above,  41  were  slaughtered  at  the 
private  slaughter-house  referred  to  and  the  remainder  on  farms 
and  other  premises,  many  of  the  latter  being  entirely  unsuitable  for 
the  purpose. 
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Food  Preparation  and  Storage  Premises 

Frequent  inspections  of  butchers’  and  other  food  shops,  cafes, 
restaurants  and  ail  food  preparation  premises  have  been  carried  out 
during  the  year.  163  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose  and  much  time 
has  been  spent  in  advising  all  food  traders  of  the  dangers  arising  from 
the  careless  handling  of  food  in  the  course  of  preparation,  storage  and 
sale.  By  constant  pressure  it  has  been  possible  to  get  owners  and 
employees  interested  in  using  more  hygienic  methods  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  food  and  many  improvements,  largely  of  a minor  character,  have 
been  effected  in  food  preparation  premises. 

Great  stress  has  been  placed  on  the  need  of  a high  standard  of 
personal  hygiene  for  persons  employed  in  these  trades,  and  the  majority 
of  food  handlers  fully  appreciate  this  matter  but  unfortunately,  in  some 
cases  the  low  standard  of  labour  available  makes  this  work  of  improving 
the  standard  of  food  very  difficult  and  of  a long  term  character.  In 
two  cases  notices  were  served  regarding  lack  of  cleanliness. 

Pamphlets  dealing  with  the  various  aspects  of  clean  food  production 
were  distributed  to  food  traders  during  the  year. 

Model  Byelaws  relating  to  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of 
Food,  and  the  Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air,  were  adopted  by  the 
Council  and  put  into  operation  in  November,  when  a survey  of  all  food 
shops  and  methods  of  handling  was  commenced  after  a copy  of  the 
bye-laws  had  been  sent  to  each  food  shop  in  the  district. 

The  number  of  food  preparation  premises  registered  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General 


Powers)  Act,  1938,  is  as  follows  : — • 

Manufacturers  of  Meat  Products  25 

Purveyors  of  Preserved  Fish  and  Other  Foods  14 

Bakehouses 

Number  of  bakehouses  on  register  15 

Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  32 


These  bakehouses  are  in  good  structural  conditions  and,  with  the 
exception  of  the  following  defects,  all  statutory  requirements  appear 
to  have  been  carried  out  and  the  premises  kept  in  a satisfactory  state. 

Defects  Found 

Limewashing  not  carried  out  2 
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Unsound  Food 


The  following  table  indicates  the  various  foodstuffs  found  to  be 
urfit  for  human  consumption,  all  of  which  were  voluntarily  surrendered 
by  the  owners  and  destroyed. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD,  1950 

Food  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 

Type  of 

Quantity 

Nature  of  Food 

Packing 

Condemned 

Lbs. 

Australian  Beet  

2J-lb.  tins 

60 

Beans  

5-oz.  tin 

Condensed  Milk  

12-oz.  tins 

3i 

Canary  Tomatoes  

— 

20 

Cooked  Ham  

llj-lb.  tins 

Hi 

Cooked  Ham  

13-lb.  tin 

13 

Chopped  Figs  

7-lb.  boxes 

399 

Danish  Lunch  Tongue  

6-lb.  tins 

6 

Dates  

70-lb.  boxes 

15,890 

Evaporated  Milk 

16-oz.  tins 

69 

Frozen  Cow  Udders  

— 

40 

French  Ham 

45  tins 

889 

Greengages  

li-lb.  bot. 

H 

Jellied  Veal  

6-lb.  tin 

6 

Luncheon  Meat  

12-oz.  tin 

f 

Meat  and  Gravy  

IJ-lb.  tin 

li 

Pears  

26-oz.  jars 

13 

Peas  

2-lb.  tin 

2 

Rhubarb  

IJ-lb.  tin 

li 

Seville  Oranges  

— 

448 

Sugar  

— 

280 

Sultanas  

— 

32 

Tomatoes  

2J-lb.  tins 

9 

Tea  

— 

82 

Unsweetened  Milk  

16-oz.  tins 

48 

1 

Twenty  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  food 
during  the  year. 

Total  weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned  : — 8 Tons  16  Cwts.  0 Qtrs. 
14-lbs. 
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MILK  SUPPLY 

Following  the  transfer  last  year  of  the  supervision  and  control  of 
milk  production  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  our 
activities  in  this  field  have  been  restricted  to  milk  distribution-  which 
is  still  the  responsibility  of  the  local  authority. 

There  are  three  dairies  registered  in  the  district,  all  of  which  are 
small  and  used  mainly  for  the  storage  of  milk  from  the  wholesale  sup- 
plier, pending  delivery  by  retail. 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
(Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  a considerable 
number  of  shopkeepers  had  to  be  registered  as  milk  distributors  for  the 
first  time. 

Eighty-one  visits  were  made  to  dairies  and  milk  shops  during  the 
year. 

The  number  of  milk  distributors  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  as  follows  : — 

Retail  distributors  (Loose  milk)  19 

Retail  distributors  (Bottled  milk)  27 

Retail  distributors  from  outside  the  district  (Loose  milk)  5 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  and 
the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949,  control  the  licencing  and  distribution  of  designated 
milk,  the  former  regulations  relating  to  Tuberculin  Tested  and  Ac- 
credited Milk  and  the  latter  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  under  these  regulations  during  the 
year  was  as  follows  : — 


Tuberculin  Tested — Dealers  

Supplementary 

Accredited — Dealers 

Supplementary  

Pasteurised — Dealers 

Supplelentary  

Sterilised — Dealers  

Supplementary  


1 

3 
1 
0 
2 

4 
26 

5 
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Milk  Sampling 

In  view  of  the  transfer  of  milk  production  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  milk  samples  have  been  submitted  for  the 
Tuberculosis  Test  and  Methylene  Blue  Test,  and  in  the  case  of  heat 
treated  milk,  the  Phosphatase  Test. 

A total  of  70  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  the  results  of 
these  were  as  follows  : 


Methylene  Blue  Tuberculosis 

Test  Test 

Satis-  Unsatis- 


Type  of  Milk 

factory 

factory 

Negative 

Positive 

Tuberculin  Tested 

6 

1 

7 

— 

Accredited  

7 

3 

9 

1 

Ungraded  

45 

6 

47 

2 

Heat  Treated  

2 

■ — 

2 

— 

The  two  latter  samples  also  passed  the  Phosphatase  Test  for  heat 
treated  milk. 

Three  samples,  two  of  ungraded  milk  and  one  of  “ Accredited  ” 
milk  were  found  to  contain  evidence  of  Tuberculous  infection.  In  each 
case  immediate  notification  was  sent  to  the  Divisional  Veterinary 
Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  who  carried  out 
an  examination  of  the  herd,  and  three  cows  were  slaughtered  as  a result 
of  these  investigations. 

In  each  case  adequate  heat  treatment  of  the  milk  supply  was  carried 
out  during  the  investigations  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  prohibit  the 
sale  of  any  supply. 

Details  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  submitted  for  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test  were  referred  to  the  Milk  Production  Officer  of  the  Lan- 
cashire Agricultural  Executive  Committee  for  investigation  and  remedy. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  milk  samples  taken,  in 
comparison  with  the  previous  year. 
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ICE  CREAM 


The  premises  of  one  person  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice  cream  from  a complete  cold  mix  powder.  There  is  no  heat  treated 
ice  cream  manufactured  in  the  district. 

During  the  year  a considerable  number  of  applications  were 
received  from  grocers  and  occupiers  of  small  mixed  shops  for  regis- 
tration of  premises  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  21  prenises  were 
registered  for  the  sale  of  packed  ice  cream  only. 

The  total  number  of  vendors  of  ice  cream  is  26,  of  which  25  sell 
pre-packed  ice  cream.  In  addition  four  manufacturers  from  outside 
the  district  operate  mobile  vehicles  in  the  Golborne  Urban  District  and 
retail  loose  ice  cream. 


These  premises  and  vehicles  are  inspected  regularly  and  42  visits 
were  made  for  this  purpose,  more  attention  having,  of  course,  to  be  paid 
to  the  sale  of  loose  ice  cream  than  the  pre-packed  product. 

The  codes  of  practice  laid  down  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
for  the  manufacturer  and  various  types  of  vendor  have  been  in  operation 
during  the  year,  and  these  requirements  have  been  carried  out  in  h very 
large  measure. 


During  the  year  eight  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  the 
modified  Methylene  Blue  Test.  Of  these  samples  six  were  of  the  pre- 
packed product  and  5 were  classified  as  Grade  I and  1 as  Grade  3.  The 
remaining  samples  were  of  loose  ice  cream  and  were  classified  as  Grade 
1 and  2 respectively. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

The  County  Council  is  the  authority  responsible  for  carrying  out 
the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  relating  to  food  sampling,  and  I am 
indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  particulars  of  the 
following  samples  which  have  been  taken  in  the  district  and  submitted 
for  analysis  : — 


Milk  (40) 

Beans,  canned  (1) 

Boric  Acid  Crystals  (1) 
Breakfast  Oats  (2) 
Carrots,  canned  (1) 
Custard  Powder  (1) 
Gravy  Browning  (1) 
Liquid  Paraffin  (1) 
Margarine  (3) 

Oatmeal  (1) 

Pilchards,  canned  (1) 
Tincture  of  Iodine  (1) 
Tunny,  canned  (1) 


Barracuta,  canned  (1) 

Beef  Sausage  (1) 

Boric  Acid  Powder  (3) 

Butter  (2) 

Cornflour  (1) 

Flaked  Beef  Suet  with  Flour  (1) 
Ice  Cream  (2) 

Mackerel,  canned  (1) 

Mixed  Vegetables,  canned  (1) 
Pears,  canned  (2) 

Salad  Cream  (4) 

Shredded  Beef  Suet  with  Flour  (2) 
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In  addition  to  the  above  one  “ Appeal  to  cow  ” sample  was  taken 
during  the  year. 

All  the  samples  were  reported  by  the  County  Analyst  to  be  genuine, 
with  the  exception  of  the  following  : — 


Sample 

1 Boric  Acid 
Powder 


I Formal  Milk 


Result  of  Analysis  Action  Taken 


Contained  11.5  parts  per  mil- 
lion arsenic  and  170  parts  per 
million  lead  compared  with 
B.P.  limits  of  5 and  25  parts 
respectively 


Vendor 

cautioned  and 
stock  withdrawn 
from  sale 


Deficient  of  7.5%  Solids — not 
fat  and  the  freezing  point  indi- 
cated the  presence  of  6.2% 
extraneous  water. 


Prosecution. 
Vendor  fined 
^10  and  4 gns. 
costs. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

The  Shops  Act,  1950,  which  came  into  operation  during  the  year, 
deals  largely  with  the  consolidation  of  the  previous  Shops  Acts,  1912- 
38,  and  certain  other  enactments  relating  to  shops. 

Under  this  Act  the  Golborne  Urban  District  is  not  deemed  to  be  a 
“ local  authority  ” for  the  purposes  of  the  Act,  having  a population  of 
less  than  20,000  and  responsibility  is  placed  on  the  County  Council, 
except  for  Section  38,  which  deals  with  sanitary  conveniences,  venti- 
lation and  temperature  of  shops,  and  is  the  direct  responsibility  of  the 
sanitary  authority. 


Provision  is,  however,  made  for  the  delegation  of  these  powers  and 
in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Council  to  undertake  this  work 
on  behalf  of  the  County  Council,  56  Shops  Act  inspections,  forming 
part  of  a survey  of  all  shops  in  the  district,  were  made  during  the  year. 

These  inspections  deal  with  the  working  hours,  weekly  half  holiday 
and  intervals  for  meals  and  rest  of  all  young  persons  employed  about 
the  business  of  a shop,  and  other  provisions  relating  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  all  shop  workers.  Details  of  each  inspection  are  forwarded 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  Form  S.A.  34  and  we  are 
not  permitted  to  take  action  in  respect  of  any  contraventions  found, 
this  being  done  directly  by  the  County  Council. 

In  connection  with  the  sanitary  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  one 
additional  sanitary  convenience  was  provided,  and  improved  heating 
and  ventilation  arrangements  were  obtained  at  three  shops. 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT.  1933 

This  Act  prohibits  the  slaughtering  and  stunning  of  animals 
except  by  licensed  slaughtermen,  and  requires  all  animals  to  be  stunned 
by  means  of  a mechanically  operated  instrument  prior  to  slaughter. 

Seven  persons  are  licensed  by  the  Council  to  slaughter  under  this 
Act. 

Licences  remain  in  operation  for  a period  of  three  years,  and  two 
licences  were  renewed  during  the  year.  No  new  licences  were  issued. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  which  came  into 
operation  on  31st  March,  1950,  places  additional  responsibilities  on 
Local  Authorities  with  regard  to  destruction  of  rats  and  mice.  Under 
this  Act  the  Local  Authority  is  responsible  for  ensuring  that  all  land, 
including  farms,  are  kept  free  from  rodent  infestation  and  it  has  been 
necessary  to  give  more  attention  to  the  latter  type  of  premises,  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Infestation  Division,  the  work  of  baiting  the  whole  of  the  sewers  for 
the  destruction  of  rats  was  continued  during  the  year. 

Two  treatments  of  the  sewers  in  the  Golborne  portion  of  the 
district  showed  good  results,  but  negative  results  were  obtained  on 
the  new  sewerage  system  in  Lowton,  Kenyon  and  Culcheth,  and  baiting 
was  discontinued  after  a 10%  test  bait  had  been  carried  out 

The  number  of  sewer  manholes  found  to  be  infested  was  ten  on  the 
first  treatment  and  three  on  the  second  treatment.  In  view  of  the 
increased  number  of  infested  manholes  found  on  the  first  treatment 
without  apparent  cause,  a thorough  inspection  of  surface  properties  in 
the  vicinity  was  carried  out  and  likely  sources  of  infestation  were 
treated.  The  second  treatment  of  the  sewers  indicated  the  normal  level 
of  infestation. 

The  Council’s  sewerage  disposal  works  and  refuse  tips  have  been 
baited  regularly  during  the  year  and  104  rodent  infestations  on  surface 
properties  were  also  dealt  with. 

Whilst  the  Council  have  continued  to  give  a free  service  for  the 
treatment  of  rodent  infestations  found  on  dwelling  houses,  a charge  has 
been  made  for  treating  business  premises  on  the  basis  of  the  actual 
cost  of  labour,  bait  and  poisons,  plus  20% . 
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The  total  number  of  infestations  found  and  treated  during  the  year 
show  some  increase  over  the  previous  year,  but  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  severity  and  extent  of  the  various  types  of  infestation  has  been 
considerably  reduced. 

DETAILS  OF  SURFACE  INFESTATIONS 


No.  of 
Infestations 

Rats 

Mice 

Only 

Major 

Minor 

Dwelling  Houses  .... 

55 

. — 

49 

6 

(151  Houses) 

(45  Houses) 

Business  Premises  .... 

■ 26 

4 

22 

— 

Refuse  Tips  

13 

8 

5 

— 

Other  L.A.  Property 

6 

— 

6 

— 

Other  Premises 

4 

4 

— 

The  high  number  of  infestations  found  on  dwelling  houses  was  to 
some  extent  due  to  the  keeping  of  poultry  in  yards  and  other  unsuitable 
places. 


One  part  time  rodent  operative  is  employed  on  the  above  work, 
and  Ministry  of  Food  methods  of  disinfestation  are  employed  through- 
out. 

Details  of  Rat  Destruction  in  Sewers 


District 

Treatment 

Manholes 

Baited 

Manholes 

Infested 

Estimated 

Kill 

Golborne  (central) 

No.  1 

20 

10 

60 

Golborne  ,, 

No.  2 

18 

3 

8 

Golborne  (outer 
district) 

Lowton,  Kenyon 

16 

(10%  Test 
Bait) 

Nil 

Nil 

and  Culcheth 

26 

(10%  Test 
Bait) 

Nil 

Nil 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS 

During  the  year  two  applications  were  made  for  licences  to  place 
caravans  permanently  on  land  in  the  district  and  these  were  licenced 
for  a period  of  one  year  by  the  Council.  One  caravan  previously 
licenced  was  removed  during  the  year. 
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In  addition,  ten  travelling  caravans  were  dealt  with  and  these 
subsequently  moved  out  of  the  district  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the 
period  permitted  in  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Twenty-one  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  this  work  during 
the  year. 

There  are  no  licenced  camping  sites  in  the  district. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

Pollution  of  Millingford  Brook  by  sewage  matter  from  the  Ashton- 
in-Makerfield  district  still  continues  and  portions  of  the  brook  have  to 
be  cleaned  out  periodically  and  the  sludge  removed.  There  has  been  a 
steady  reduction  in  the  amount  of  sewage  matter  entering  other  ditches 
and  streams  by  the  connection  of  house  drains  to  the  sewers. 


ANIMAL  DESTRUCTION  CENTRE 

During  the  year  the  Council  established  an  Animal  Destruction 
Centre  at  the  rear  of  the  Council  Offices,  Lowton,  for  the  destruction  of 
unwanted  domestic  animals.  A modern  dual  purpose  electrocution 
chamber  has  been  installed  and  for  a nominal  charge  cats  and  dogs  are 
instantaneously  and  painlessly  destroyed.  Since  the  centre  opened  at 
the  end  of  September,  11  dogs  and  3 cats  have  been  destroyed.  The 
carcases  are  properly  disposed  of. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  as 


follows  : — 

Artificial  Silk  Manufacture  1 

Cotton  Manufacture  1 

Preserves  and  Sugar  Confectionery 5 

Engineers  8 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairs  2 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairs  3 

Printers  1 

Joiners  and  Builders  4 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  16 

Corn  Milling  2 

Tyre  Retreading  and  Rubber  Reclamation  2 

Electrical  Repairs  and  Fitments  1 

Other  Works  8 

Total  54 


The  requirements  of  the  Factories  Act  appear  to  be  well  observed 
and  in  every  case  defects  were  remedied  without  statutory  action. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  factory  inspections  carried  out 
during  the  year  under  the  provisions  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  and 
defects  dealt  with . 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA,  1950 


Factories  Act,  1937 

Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

on 

Inspections 

Written 

Occupiers 

Register 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Factories  with 

mechanical  power 
Factories  without 

i 51 

101 

6 

0 

1 

mechanical  power  .... 

1 

3 

0 

! 0 

Other  Premises  

2 

1 

3 

0 

1 0 

j 

Total 

54 

107 

6 

1 

1 0 

1 

SANITARY 

INSPECTION  OF  THE 

AREA, 

1950 

Factories  Act 

, 1937 

Defects  found 

No.  of 

i 

1 

No.  of  Defects 

offences  in 

1 

£ 

1 

icSpcCt  OI 

j 

Referred 

, Referred 

which 

Particulars  i 

Found 

1 Remedied 

to  H.M. 

! by  H.M. 

Prosecu- 

j 

1 

j Inspec- 

Inspec- 

tions were 

i 

1 

j 

1 tor 

tor 

instituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

1 (4) 

i 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanli- 

1 

1 

ness  

i 2 

2 

! — 

— 

— 

In  effective  V entila- 

tion 

! 

— 

i — 

— 

— 

Overcrovv^ding 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffecdve  drain- 

age of  floors  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

1 

temperature  .... 

— 

i — 

j — 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Con- 

i 

veniences — 

! 

Insufficient 

1 

1 2 

1 

' — 

— 

Unsuitable  or 

1 

! 

defective 

3 

1 0 

— 

1 — 

— 

Not  separate  for 

1 

sexes  

— 

1 — 

— 

j — 

— 

Other  Offences  ....i 

— 

i ~ 

— 

j — 

— 

Totals 

6 

1 4 

— 

! - 

— 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

During  the  year  twelve  observations  have  been  taken  of  smoke 
emission  from  factory  chimneys  in  the  district.  In  each  case  the 
amount  of  smoke  emitted  has  been  well  within  the  limit  prescribed  in 
the  bye-laws  of  2 minutes  black  smoke  in  30  minutes,  excluding  bursts 
of  30  seconds  or  less. 


Number  of  factory  chimneys  in  district  17 

Number  of  observations  taken 12 

Written  notices  served  0 

Legal  proceedings  0 

Black  Moderate  None 

Heaviest  emission  of  smoke  during 

any  observation  (minutes)  ....  1 12  17 

Lightest  emission  of  smoke  during 

any  observation  (minutes) — 8 22 

Average  amount  of  smoke  emitted 

during  observations  (minutes)  ....  0.33  10.33  19.34 


Whilst  the  extreme  emission  of  smoke  shown  above  are  similar  to 
previous  years,  the  average  amount  of  smoke  emitted  is  somewhat  less 
than  last  year. 

The  co-operation  of  the  principle  firms  in  the  district  is  readily 
obtained  on  all  matters  of  smoke  abatement  and  fuel  economy. 

Poor  and  unsuitable  fuel  continues  to  cause  some  concern  to 
operators  of  boiler  plant  in  the  district  and  the  shortage  of  labour  has 
created  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  right  type  of  labour  for  this  work. 

The  Council  have  continued  to  be  members  of  the  Manchester  and 
District  Regional  Smoke  Abatement  Committee,  and  courses  of 
instruction  have  been  arranged  for  local  firemen  and  stokers  in  co-op- 
eration with  the  Regional  Committee. 
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